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District attorneys refuse to 


By JONATHAN MaATITISE 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
When Republican lawmak- 
ers In Tennessee blocked 
a policy fo ease up on 
low-level marijuana cases, 
Nashville's topo prosecutor 
decided on a workaround: 
He just didn't charge any- 
one with the crime. 
Meanwhile, in Georgia, 
the Gwinnett County so- 
licitor vowed not to punish 
anyone for the crime of dis- 
tributing food or water to 
voters in line. Tampa's chief 
orosecutor says a law that 
allows law enforcement to 
detain protesters until their 
court date Is "an assault 
on our democracy.’ And a 
district attorney in Douglas 
County, Kansas, promised 
not to enforce a new state 
law that makes it harder 
for nonpartisan groups and 
neighbors and candidates 
to collect and return ab- 
sentee ballots for voters. 
Progressive prosecutors 
around the country are in- 


TAPAS 


edeled @ y-a i a 


DESSERTS 
HISTORIC 


creasingly declaring they 
just won't enforce some 
GOP-backed state laws, 
a strategy at work in re- 
soonse to some of the most 
controversial new changes 
in recent years — near- 
total abortion bans, voting 
restrictions, limits on certain 
protest activity, laws aimed 
at LGBIQ people, and re- 
strictions ON mask require- 
ments. The elected law 
enforcement leaders say 
they're just doing what Is 
right as support has grown 
for changing a_ system 
they believe has relied too 
heavily on locking people 
Up, particularly for low-lev- 
el, nonviolent offenses. 

But politics is also at play 
here. These lawyers live in 
deep blue districts where 
their decisions are popular 
with voters, and they have 
To be reelected. ‘The real 
limit on this is political," said 
William & Mary Law School 
professor Jeffrey Bellin. 


Continued on Page 2 
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In this Aug. 28, 2019, file photo, Nashville District Attorney Glenn Funk speaks in Nashville, Tenn. 
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District attorneys refuse to prosecute some GOP-led laws 


Continued from Front 


‘These prosecutors have to 
stand for election almost 
everywhere in the country. 
Ultimately, the limit on this is 
popularity.” 

Prosecutors wield wide 
discretion over whom fo 
charge with crimes, and 
they can hold off based 
on factors that include the 
strength of an_ individual 
case, the severity of the 
offense and, sometimes, 
the prosecutor's views on a 
law's constitutionality. 

Last October, more than 
70 prosecutors from blue 
districts around the coun- 
try publicized that they 
won't bring charges under 
increasingly stringent laws 
that states have passed 
against abortion because 
they “should not and will 
not criminalize healthcare 
decisions," even if the land- 
mark abortion rights case 
Roe v. Wade is eroded or 
overturned. 

And in June, more than 70 
elected prosecutors and 
law enforcement lead- 
ers signed a similar letter 
pledging not to charge 
doctors or parents who 
could face criminal penal- 
ties under state laws barring 
certain medical treatments 
for transgender youth. 

“We know that our coun- 
try has seen a past where 
some have sought to crimi- 
nalize interracial marriage 
or individuals of different 
race who choose fo sift at 
a lunch counter together, 
or ride a bus together, or 
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Gov. Bill Lee speaks during the Tennessee Higher Education 
Commission session of the state budget hearings Tuesday, Nov. 


10, 2020, in Nashville, Tenn. 


use certain bathrooms and 
certain drinking fountains," 
said Miriam Krinsky, execu- 
tive director of Fair and 
Just Prosecution, which 
oublished the statements. 
“Change often starts at the 
ground and moves its way 
on Up." 

In Nashville, Glenn Funk 
has made a habit of resist- 
ing GOP-passed laws, say- 
ing people in his city "re- 
ally want a common sense 
approach to the criminal 
justice system that keeps 
Us safe and does not incar- 
cerate folks without good 
reason. The Democrat's 
stand comes as his 2022 
Nashville reelection bid is 
approaching, in which he 
expects a challenge for 
another eight-year term. 
Funk rebuffed Republican 
Gov. Bill Lee this summer, 
saying he would not pros- 
ecute teachers and school 
officials enforcing mask 
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mandates in defiance of 
an executive order that let 
parents opt their students 
out of mask mandates. 
Funk said he "will not pros- 
ecute school officials or 
teachers for keeping chil- 
dren safe." 

He also refused fo en- 
force a 2020 law requiring 
medical professionals to 
inform women undergoing 
medication-induced abor- 
tions that the procedure 
could be reversed, which 
medical experts say is not 
backed by science. He 
deemed the law “unconsti- 
tutional" and said "criminal 
law must not be used by 
the State to exercise con- 
trol over a woman's body." 
Tennessee passed a first- 
of-its-kind law this year that 
required a notice outside 
public bathrooms at busi- 
nesses that effectively says 
transgender people could 
be inside. Funk made it 


known that he wouldn't be 
enforcing that, either, say- 
ing his office "will not pro- 
mote hate." 

Judges paused the poll- 
cies about bathroom signs 
and abortion — reversals 
statewide and blocked 
the school mask opt-outs in 
three big counties. 

Funk said prosecutors need 
to use the "levers of Dower" 
to provide "a check and 
balance on overreaching’ 
by other branches of gov- 
ernment. 

"It's also incumbent, | think, 
Upon public officials who 
disagree to stand up and 
say so, Funk told The As- 
sociated Press. "Because 
if people who are elected 
officials just stay quiet in the 
face of unconstitutional 
laws being passed, in the 
face of a social debate 
that might actually be de- 
humanizing large sections 
of our population, then if 
nobody speaks up, then 
the impression is that there 
is Q not another side fo this 
argument, and that there 
really is no argument." 

A Vermont state's attorney 
isn't prosecuting possession 
of addiction therapy drugs, 
including buprenorphine. 
Seattle's county prosecu- 
tor stopped filing charges 
for small personal drug pos- 
session, and a prosecutor in 
Washtenaw County, Michi- 
gan, and multiple prosecu- 
tors in New York City have 
stopped charging prosti- 
tution crimes as long as 
it's Consensual. In Philadel- 
ohia, before federal courts 


blocked the opening of 
overdose prevention sites, 
the district attorney said he 
would not charge people 
who open and run them. 

In Florida, 13th Judicial Cir- 
cult State Attorney Andrew 
Warren, covering the Tam- 
pa area, called one new 
state law “an assault on our 
democracy." It stiffens pen- 
alties for crimes commit- 
ted during a riot or violent 
orotest and was passed af- 
ter protests in the wake of 
George Floyd's death. It's 
on hold by a federal judge. 
But prosecutorial discretion 
can cut both ways — espe- 
cially on COVID-19 man- 
dates. In Pennsylvania, York 
County District Attorney 
Dave Sunday, a Republi- 
can, told police not to issue 
criminal citations related 
to Democratic Gov. Tom 
Wolf's statewide schools 
masking order, saying his 
office would not prosecute 
violations. 

Republican lawmakers 
have aired plenty of griev- 
ances about Funk, though 
so far their efforts to rein 
him in have been unsuc- 
cessful. Rep. John Ragan, 
who sponsored the busi- 
ness bathroom § signage 
law, asked the state aftor- 
ney general for an opinion 
on whether Funk's refusal to 
enforce the business bath- 
room law was grounds to 
remove him from. office. 
Republican Attorney Gen- 
eral Herbert Slatery's office 
declined to weigh in, cit- 
iINg Ongoing lawsuits on the 


law. 
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Navy probe finds major failures in fire that destroyed ship 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
Navy report has conclud- 
ed there were sweeping 
failures by commanders, 
crew members and others 
that fueled the July 2020 
arson fire that destroyed 
the USS Bonhomme kRich- 
ard, calling the massive 
five-day blaze in San Diego 
oreventable and unac- 
ceptable. 

While one sailor has been 
charged with setting the 
fire, the more than 400- 
page report, obtained by 
The Associated Press, lists 
three dozen officers and 
sailors whose failings either 
directly led to the ship's 
loss or contributed to it. 
The findings detailed wide- 
soread lapses in training, 
coordination, | communi- 
cation, fire preparedness, 
equipment maintenance 
and overall command and 
control. 

“Although the fire was 
started by an act of arson, 
the ship was lost due to an 
inability to extinguish the 
fire,” the report said, con- 
cluding that “repeated fail- 
ures” by an “inadequately 
orepared crew” delivered 
“an ineffective fire re- 
sponse.” 

It slammed commanders 
of the amphibious assault 
ship for poor oversight, and 
said the main firefighting 
foam system wasn’t used 
because it hadn't been 
maintained properly and 
the crew didn’t know how 
to use It. 

The report describes a ship 
in disarray, with combusti- 
ble materials stacked, scat- 
tered and stored improp- 
erly. If said maintenance 
reports were falsified, and 
that 87% of the fire stations 
on board had equipment 
oroblems or had not been 
insoected. 

It also found that crew 
members did not ring the 
bells and alert sailors that 
there was a fire until a full 
10 minutes after if was dis- 
covered. Those crucial 
minutes, the report said, 
caused delays in crews 
putting on fire gear, as- 
sembling hose teams and 
responding to the fire. 
Sailors also failed to push 
the button that would 


have activated the fire- 
fighting foam system, even 
though it was accessible 
and could have slowed 
the progress of the fire. “No 
member of the crew inter- 
viewed considered this ac- 
tion or had specific knowl- 
edge as to the location of 
the button or its function,” 
the report said. 

The report soreads blame 
across a wide range of 
ranks and_ responsibilities, 
from the now retired three- 
star admiral who headed 
Naval Surface Force Pa- 


cific Fleet — Vice Adm. 
Richard Brown — to senior 
commanders, petty offi- 


cers, lieutenants and civil- 
ian program managers. A 
total of 17 were cited for 
failures that “directly” led 
to the loss of the ship, while 
17 others “contributed” 
to the loss of the ship. Two 
other sailors were faulted 
for not effectively helping 
the fire resoonse. 

Adm. William Lescher, the 
vice chief of naval opera- 
tions, has designated the 
commander of U.S. Pacific 
Fleet to handle any disci- 
plinary actions for military 
members. It's not clear 
if any have yet been re- 
lieved of command or re- 
moved from jobs as a result 
of the fire. 

But the report said failures 
of Brown; Rear Adm. Scott 
Brown, the fleet mainte- 
nance officer for the Pacif- 
ic Fleet; Rear Adm. William 
Greene, the fleet mainte- 
nance officer for U.S. Fleet 
Forces Command; Rear. 
Adm. Eric Ver Hage, com- 
mander of the regional 
maintenance center; Rear 
Adm. Bette Bolivar, com- 
mander of Navy Region 
Southwest; Capt. Mark 
Nieswiadomy, commander 
of Naval Base San Diego; 
and Capt. Tony Rodriguez, 
commander of Amphibi- 
ous Squadron 5, all “con- 
tributed to the loss of the 
ship.” 

The report also specifically 
faults the ship's three top 
officers — Capt. Gregory 
Thoroman, the commandad- 
ing officer; Capt. Michael 
Ray, the executive officer; 
and Command Master 
Chief Jose Hernandez — 
for not effectively ensuring 
the readiness and condi- 


tion of the ship. 

“The execution of his duties 
created an environment of 
poor training, maintenance 
and operational standards 
that directly led to the loss 
of the ship,” the report said 
of Thoroman. And it said 
Ray, Hernandez and Capt. 
David Hart, commander 
of the Southwest Regional 
Maintenance Center, also 
failed in their responsibili- 
ties, which directly led to 
the loss of the ship. 

More broadly, the crew 
was slammed for “a pat- 
tern of failed drills, minimal 
crew participation, an ab- 
sence of basic knowledge 
on firefighting” and an in- 
ability to coordinate with 
civilian firefighters. 

The shio was undergoing 
a two-year $250 million 
Upgrade pierside in San 
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In this July 12, 2020, file photo, smoke rises from the USS 
Bonhomme Richard at Naval Base San Diego in San Diego, after 
an explosion and fire on board the ship at Naval Base San Diego. 


Diego when the fire broke 
out. About 138 sailors were 
on board, and nearly 60 
were treated for heat ex- 
haustion, smoke inhalation 
and minor injuries. The fail- 
ure to extinguish or contain 


Associated Press 


the fire led to temperatures 
exceeding 1,200 degrees 
Fahrenheit in some areas, 
melting sections of the 
ship into molten metal that 
flowed into other parts of 
the ship.) 
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UNC may keep affirmative action in admissions, judge says 


By BRYAN ANDERSON AND 
JONATHAN DREW 
Associated Press/Report for 
America 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — A 
federal judge has ruled that 
North Carolina's flagship 
oublic university can con- 
tinue to consider race as 
a factor in its undergradu- 
ate admissions, rebuffing a 
conservative group's argu- 
ment that affirmative ac- 
tion disadvantages white 
and Asian students. 

U.S. District Judge Loretta 
Biggs ruled late Monday 
that the University of North 
Carolina has shown that it 
has a compelling reason 
tO pursue a diverse student 
body and has demonstrat- 
ed that measurable ben- 
efits come from that goal. 
‘In sum, the Court con- 
cludes that UNC has met 
its burden in demonstrat- 
ing that if has a genuine 
and compelling interest in 
achieving the educational 
benefits of diversity," Biggs 
wrote. Students for Fair Ad- 
missions sued UNC in 2014, 
arguing that using race and 
ethnicity as a factor in col- 
lege admissions violates the 
equal protection cause of 
the Constitution and feder- 
al civil rights law. The group 
contended that UNC had 
gone too far in using race 
as a factor in admissions 
and had thus "intentionally 
discriminated against cer- 
tain of (its) members on the 


In this March 18, 2020 file photo, a pedestrian walks through campus at the University of North 


Carolina in Chapel Hill, N.C. 


basis of their race, color, or 
ethnicity." 

The group's president, Ed- 
ward Blum, told The Associ- 
ated Press in an interview 
Tuesday that it would ap- 
peal by day's end to the 
United States Court of Ap- 
peals for the Fourth Cir- 
cuit. His group already ap- 
pealed a denial in a similar 
lawsuit against Harvard Uni- 
versity. Blum said he hopes 
both cases get bundled 
together so that the U.S. 
Supreme Court rules simul- 
taneously on private and 
oublic universities. 

“Shame on Harvard, shame 
on UNC and shame on all 
Universities who take fed- 


eral funds from consider- 
ing race as an element,’ 
said Blum, who has long 
sought to rid college ad- 
missions of race-based ad- 
missions policies. The Su- 
oreme Court in June asked 
the Justice Department to 
weigh in on Blum's Harvard 
lawsuit, which was sup- 
ported by former President 
Donald Trump's adminis- 
tration. Trump's Justice De- 
partment also challenged 
Yale University 's admissions 
practices in a suit President 
Joe Biden's administration 
dropped earlier this year. 

UNC countered in court 
that its admission practic- 
es are legally and consti- 
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tutionally permissible and 
that race-neutral alterna- 
tives would not enable it to 
achieve its diversity goals. 
Of roughly 20,000 under- 
graduate UNC students this 
fall 2021 semester, approxi- 
mately 56% are white, near- 
ly 13% Asian, about 10% His- 
panic, and 8.5% Black, the 
University said. 

"This decision makes clear 
the University's holistic ad- 
missions approach is law- 
ful," said an emailed state- 
ment from Beth Keith, a 
spokesperson for the uni- 
versity. "We evaluate each 
student in a deliberate and 
thoughtful way, appreci- 
ating individual strengths, 





talents and = contributions 
to a vibrant campus com- 
munity where students from 
all backgrounds can excel 
and thrive." 

Judge Biggs wrote that she 
applied the U.S. Supreme 
Court's University of Texas 
precedent, which estab- 
lished that schools may 
consider race in admissions 
In ways narrowly tailored to 
promote diversity. 

She noted that UNC ‘"of- 
fered a principled and rea- 
soned explanation,’ sup- 
ported by research, for its 
oursuit of a diverse student 
body, citing a 2005 report 
by a UNC task force that its 
academic goals depend 
on "a critical mass" of stu- 
dents from underrepresent- 


ed groups. 

"The University has present- 
ed substantial evidence 
demonstrating its good 


faith in pursuing the edu- 
cational benefits that flow 


from diversity," the judge 
concluded. 
The Lawyers’ Committee 


for Civil Rights Under Law 
represented a racially di- 
verse group of students 
who intervened in the 
case demanding that the 
University to even more to 
support minorities. Its state- 
ment said considering race 
in admissions helos ensure 
that talented applicants 
from historically marginal- 
ized groups aren't over- 
looked. L) 








Firefighters work on a fire burning at the former Market Street 
Wharf early Sunday, Oct. 17, 2021, in New Orleans. 
Associated Press 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The 
remains of an abandoned 
river wharf went up _ in 
flames over the weekend 
in New Orleans as fire- 
works went off nearby, but 
officials haven't yet deter- 


mined whether the display 
played a role in the enor- 
mous fire. The fireworks be- 
gan around 10:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, The Times Pica- 
yune/The New Orleans 
Advocate reported. 


Abandoned New Orleans wharf burns 


down: fireworks to blame? 


City records show that a 
permit was obtained for a 
‘land-based pyrotechnic 
display" along the Missis- 
siopl River at Mardi Gras 
World, where many of the 
floats used in the yearly 
Carnival season proces- 
sions are stored. New Or- 
leans Fire Department 
insoectors monitored the 
show, which was put on 
for ce oala, 

Within 30 minutes of the 
display starting, wooden 
pieces of the former Mar- 
ket Street Wharf lit on fire 
a few hundred feet up the 
river. 
Winds fire 


oushed the 


close to the entrance of 
an active wharf, which 
is where police noticed 
it. More than 40 firefight- 
ers tended to the flames 
that stretched about four 
blocks at their peak, the 
fire department said in 
a statement. No _ injuries 
were reported. 

David Soear — co-owner 
of AFX Pro, which put on 
the fireworks show — told 
the news outlet that he 
understands the pyrotech- 
nics need to be investigat- 
ed in relation to the fire. 
But he said the flames 
started more than 200 
yards (182 meters) away 


from the clearance area 
required between the dis- 
play and homes, vehicles 
or people. Spear also said 
the winds at the time were 
well below the safety limit 
and that the decision to 
continue with the fireworks 
was made in consultation 
with the fire department 
inspector on site. 

The former wharf used to 
house heavy materials that 
ships brought into the port. 
Termite attacks and Hur- 
ricane Katrina damaged 
it, and a 2006 fire almost 
completely destroyed the 
facility when it was being 
torn down.) 
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By ZEINA KARAM and 
BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT (AP) — A boast by 
the leader of Hezbollah 
that he commands 100,000 
fighters came as a surprise 
to many Lebanese, not 
least because if was ad- 
dressed to a domestic au- 
dience rather than the milli- 
tia’s archenemy Israel. 
Experts say the figure, which 
exceeds the size of Leba- 
non’s army by about 15,000 
troops, is an exaggeration. 
But Hassan Nasrallah’s brag 
is likely to further ratchet 
Uo anxiety about a return 
to sectarian fighting in the 
small country roiled by a 
series of devastating crises. 
“This is more about flex- 
ing Hezbollah's muscles 
to demonstrate its power 
against other opposing 
political parties that want 
to undermine it,” said Dina 
Arakji, a researcher at Con- 
trol Risks, a@ Dubai-based 
global risk consultancy 
group. Nasrallah made the 
declaration Monday as 
part of the growing con- 
frontation over a_ judicial 
investigation into last year’s 
massive Beirut port explo- 
sion that killed more than 
215 people and devastat- 
ed parts of the city. Hezbol- 
lah and its Shiite allies from 


U.S. defense secretary underlines 


By YURAS KARMANAU 
Associated Press 

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — U.S. 
Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin — visited — Ukraine 
on Tuesday, underlining 
Washington's support for 
the country’s sovereign- 
ty and ferritorial integrity 
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Hezbollah brag of 100,000-strong force aimed at foes at home 





In this Feb. 13, 2016 file photo, Hezbollah fighters hold flags as they attend the memorial of their 
slain leader Sheik Abbas al-Mousawi, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike in 1992, in Tefahta 


village, south Lebanon. 


the Amal Movement led by 
Parliament Speaker Nabih 
Berri want the lead judge 
removed, accusing him 
of bias.Deadly gunbattles 
broke out last week in Bei- 
rut during a demonstration 
organized by the two Shiite 
parties, after their support- 
ers came under fire as they 
marched through Christian 
neighborhoods on_ their 
way to the Justice Palace. 


call on Russia to end its 
occupation of Crimea, to 
stop perpetuating the war 
in eastern Ukraine, to end 
its destabilizing activities in 


amid a tense standoff with |. 


Russia. 
Ukraine’s President Volody- 
myr Zelenskyy hailed the 


U.S. as the country’s “chief 


partner in security and de- 


fense” during a meeting © 


with Austin. 

Austin emphasized that 
the U.S. and Its allies remain 
committed to supporting 
Ukraine’s right to decide its 
own future foreign policy. 
“U.S. support for Ukraine's 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity is Unwavering,” 
Austin said. “So we again 


Clashes with machine guns 
and rocket-propelled gre- 
nades, reminiscent of the 
1975-90 civil war, played 
out for several hours along 
a former front line separat- 
ing the Muslim and Chris- 
tian sectors of the city. 

The lran-backed Hezbol- 
lan accused the Christian 
Lebanese Forces’ party 
of starting the fighting in 
which seven Shiites were 


ine BIAGk seq) and dong 
Ukraine's borders, and to 
halt its persistent cyberat- 
tacks and other malign 
activities against the Unit- 





Ukrainian Defense Minister Andriy Taran, left, and U.S. 
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin lay flowers on a monument 
commemorating fallen defenders in Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, 


Oct. 19, 2021. 
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killed. Lebanese Forces 
leader Samir Geagea de- 
nied his group was the ag- 
gressor, but said residents 
of Christian areas could not 
be blamed for defending 
themselves against armed 


Hezbollah militiamen 
marching through _ their 
neighborhoods. 


In Monday's soeech, Nas- 
rallah accused Geagea of 
seeking to reignite a Civil 


war and said he was forced 
to announce the number 
of Hezbollah fighters “not 
to threaten a civil war, but 
To prevent one.” 

Hezbollah is a largely se- 
cretive organization and it 
is difficult to iIndependent- 
ly verify Nasrallah’s claim 
about the size of the force.. 
Hezbollah rarely com- 
ments on its military struc- 
ture, weapons or number 
of fighters. Most estimates 
for the number of fighters, 
however, range between 
25,000 and 50,000, includ- 
ing 10,000 elite troops 
known as the Radwan 
Force and a separate re- 
serve force. Hezbollah is 
known to have steoped 
Up recruitment in the years 
after the 2006 war with Is- 
rael. In the past decade, 
however, it lost nearly 2,000 
members while fighting in 
Syria alongside Syrian Presi- 
dent Bashar Assad’s forces 
in that country’s civil war. J 
Nasrallah said in his soeech 
that those troops were 
armed and_ trained for 
warfare against Israel, not 
for an internal armed con- 
flict. Arakji, the analyst, said 
it was significant that he 
chose a speech about the 
Lebanese Forces and last 
week's Beirut violence to 
reveal the figure. (_) 


support for Ukraine 


ed States and our allies 
and partners.” 

Russia annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014 
following the ouster of the 
country’s Moscow-lean- 
ing president. Moscow 
also has thrown its weight 
behind a separatist insur- 
gency in eastern Ukraine 
that erupted weeks after 
the annexation of Crimea 
and has killed more than 
iv Helele} 

The annexation of Crimea 
and Russia’s support for the 
rebels in eastern Ukraine 
has driven Moscow-West 
relations to post-Cold War 
lOWS. 

The tensions rose once 
again earlier this year 
when Russia increased 
troop numbers near its bor- 
ders with Ukraine, includ- 
ing in Crimea, fueling inter- 


national concerns. 

The Kremlin has described 
Ukraine’s bid for prospec- 
tive membership in NATO 
as a red line and a major 
threat to its security. 
Speaking after his talks in 
Kyiv on Tuesday, Austin 
underlined that “no third 
country has a veto over 
NATO’s membershio de- 
cisions.” “Ukraine, as you 
have heard me saying ear- 
lier, has the right to decide 
its own future foreign poll- 
cy and we expect they will 
be able to do that without 
any outside interference,” 
he said. 

“And again, we continue 
to work together with our 
partner to make sure that 
right things are at place, 
to ensure that Ukraine can 
defend itself and protect 
its territories.” 
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Israel gives legal status to 4K in a to Palestinians 


By JOSEPH KRAUSS 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel 
said Tuesday it would grant 
legal residency to 4,000 Pal- 
estinians living in the OCCU- 
plied West Bank and Gaza, 
a gesture to the Palestin- 
ian Authority that will allow 
people who have lived un- 
der severe restrictions for 
years to get official IDs. 

It's one of a series of ges- 
tures announced after a 
rare high-level meeting in 
August between Israeli De- 
fense Minister Benny Gantz 
and Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas aimed 
at strengthening the PA, 
which administers parts of 
the occupied West Bank 
and coordinates with Israel 
on security. 

Israel is trying to bolster 
the increasingly Unpopular 
and autocratic PA in or- 
der to weaken its militant 
Hamas rivals, who rule the 
Gaza Strio. Other gestures 
include loaning some $155 
million to the cash-strapped 
PA and authorizing an ad- 
ditional 15,000 permits for 
Palestinian laborers to work 
in Israel and its settlements. 
Israeli Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett is opposed to the 
creation of a Palestinian 





In this Sept. 6, 2021 file photo, Israeli soldiers watch as a Palestinian iaboret crosses irouoris a 
damaged section of the Israeli separation fence, returning home after a days work in Israel, in the 
West Bank village of Jalameh, near Jenin. 


state and has shown no 
interest in reviving peace 
talks, which stalled out 
more than a decade ago. 
Israel is also continuing to 
build and expand settle- 
ments in the West Bank and 
east Jerusalem, territories it 
captured in the 1967 war 
that the Palestinians want 
for their future state. 


But Israeli officials have 


vowed to take steps to im- 
prove the Palestinian econ- 
omy and daily life in order 
to reduce frictions. 

“The stronger the Palestin- 
ian Authority is, the weaker 
Hamas will be,” Gantz was 
quoted as saying after his 
meeting with Abbas. “And 
the greater its ability to 
govern is, the more secu- 
rity we'll have and the less 


Associated Press 


we'll have to do.” 

The Israeli defense body 
that oversees civilian af- 
fairs in the territories said it 
would approve the regis- 
tration of 1,200 Palestinians 
who have been living in the 
West Bank for many years 
but are not listed in the Pal- 
estinian population registry. 
It will approve a change 
of address for 2,800 Pal- 
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estinians who moved to 
the West Bank from Gaza 
prior to 2007, when Hamas 
seized Dower. 

Hussein al-Sheikh, a senior 
Palestinian official who 
serves as the liaison with Is- 
rael for civilian affairs, con- 
firmed that a “first batch” 
of 4,000 names had been 
approved and said the 
PA was working to secure 
more. 

Israel, which controls all ac- 
cess to the occupied West 
Bank, must approve any 
changes to the Palestinian 
population registry, which 
is administered by the PA. 
When the second Pales- 
tinian uprising broke out in 
2000, Israel restricted new 
registrations to children un- 
der 16 with a resident par- 
ent. 

That and other Israeli poli- 
cies have left an estimated 
tens of thousands of Pal- 
estinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza with- 
out legal status, severely 
limiting their freedom of 


movement. They include 
foreign nationals mainly 
Palestinians from other 


countries who married Pal- 
estinians in the territories 
and have families there.) 





Portugal honors diplomat who saved 
thousands from Nazis 


LISBON, Portugal (AP) — 
Portugal paid official hom- 
age Tuesday to Aristides 
de Sousa Mendes, a Portu- 
guese diplomat who during 
World War Il heloed save 
thousands of people from 
Nazi persecution, by plac- 
ing a tomb with his name in 
the country’s National Pan- 
theon. 

Leading Portuguese politi- 
cians and public figures at- 
tended the formal televised 
ceremony as the tomb was 
placed alongside other 
celebrated figures from 
Portuguese history at the 
landmark Lisbon building. 
The speaker of the Portu- 
guese Parliament, Eduardo 
Ferro Rodrigues, said Sou- 
sa Mendes’ conduct lent 
prestige to Portugal. 
“People who at the deéci- 
sive moment put their and 
their family’s safety aft risk 


for the greater good are 
rare. Sousa Mendes was 
one of those people,” Ferro 
Rodrigues said in a soeech. 
The ceremony marked 
the completion of Sousa 
Mendes’ 80-year journey 
from ostracized Portuguese 
civil servant to honored in- 
ternational personage. 
Perhaps Portugal's most 
famous 20th-century dip- 
lomat, Sousa Mendes de- 
fied his superiors, including 
dictator Antonio Salazar, 
when as consul in Bor- 
deaux, France, in 1940 he 
handed out visas to many 
people who feared being 
hunted down by the Nazis. 
The Portuguese visas al- 
lowed people, including 
Jews fleeing the Holocaust, 
to escape through neutral 
Portugal by air and sea to 
the United States and else- 
where. 


The Portuguese diplomatic 
service was supposed to 
ask for the Lisbon govern- 
ment’s soecific consent to 
grant visas to certain cat- 
egories of applicants, as 
the country trod a careful 
oath of neutrality, but Sou- 
sa Mendes gave out visas 
on his own initiative. 

Leah Sills, a board director 
of the Sousa Mendes Foun- 
dation in the United States, 
said she flew in for the cere- 
mony “to be able to honor 
the man that rescued my 
father and my grandpar- 
ents” on May 24, 1940. 

“It’s been just a beautiful 
experience,” she said. 
Alvaro Sousa Mendes, a 
grandson of Aristides Sousa 
Mendes, said his family had 
seen an ambition fulfilled. 
“This was a ceremony we 
had been requesting for a 
long time,” he said. “Finally 


PONCESSAD UE 
HHONAS HE PANTEAU VACIONAL A 
ARISTIDES IE SOUSA MENIES 


JUSTO ETRE AS NACHE 







Portuguese President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa delivers a 
speech during a ceremony paying homage to Aristides de 
Sousa Mendes, a Portuguese diplomat who during World War Il 
helped save thousands of people from Nazi persecution, at the 
National Pantheon in Lisbon, Tuesday, Oct. 19, 2021. 


he was recognized ... with 
National Pantheon  hon- 
ors.” Breaking the rules got 
Sousa Mendes fired from 
the diplomatic service, with 
public shame attaching to 
his family at the time. He 
died in poverty in 1954. 

Decades later, he won rec- 
ognition for his key role in 
saving people from the Na- 


Associated Press 


zis. IN 1966, Israel’s national 
Holocaust memorial, Yad 
Vashem, recognized Sousa 
Mendes as a “Righteous 
among the Nations.” 

Last year, he drew praise 
from Pope Francis, and last 
March the U.S. Senate in 
a motion saluted “the hu- 
manitarian and principled 
work” of Sousa Mendes. LL) 
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Workation? 


Get your Prepaid Wireless Broadband 
and stay connected everywhere in Aruba!!! 


& SETAR 


In Cuba, divisions over law to allow same-sex ‘ marriage 


By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 

HAVANA (AP) — Adiel and 
Lachi are anxious to get 
married, perhaps dressed 
in black, in a ceremony by 
the seashore. 

The idea bothers the Rev. 
Moises de Prada, who like 
many of his parishioners 
opposes a proposal to le- 
galize same-sex marriage 
in Cuba. 

The socialist government 
recently published a draft 
Family Law and asked for 
public comment ahead of 
a referendum, creating an 
Unusually public clash over 
policy on the island where 
Pentecostal churches have 
been growing. 

For Adiel Gonzalez, a 
31-year-old theologian, the 
idea of submitting his right 
to marriage for a public ref- 
erendum is painful. 
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Evangelical Pastor Moisés de Prada poses with members of his church as he holds a cross made 
out of the words to the prayer “Our Father” in Havana, Cuba, Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021. 


“You are submitting to the 
vote of a_ heterosexual, 
heteronormative majority 
the rights of a minority,” he 
said from his apartment in 
the central city of Matan- 
zas, where two cats roam 


and a cross in the rainbow 
colors of the gay flag hangs 
from a wall. 

Both he and his partner, 
51-year-old accountant 
Lazaro “Lachi” Gonzalez, 
work aft the relatively main- 





Mexico City brings charges against 10 
in subway collapse 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex- 
ico City prosecutors an- 
nounced Monday they 
have brought criminal 
charges against 10 “indi- 
viduals and companies” 
for construction and de- 


sign defects that caused 
an elevated subway line to 
collapse in May, killing 26 
people. 

Ulises Lara, the sookesman 
for the city attorney gen- 
eral, said the charges are 





In this May 4, 2021 file photo, Mexico City’s subway cars lay at 
an angle after a section of Line 12 of the subway collapsed in 
Mexico City. 


Associated Press 


for negligent or involuntary 
homicide, damages and 
Causing injuries. 

Lara did not name those 
charged, in keeping with 
presumption of innocence 
rules. 

But local media reported 
they included former city 
officials responsible when 
the subway line was built 
more than a decade ago. 
Lara said that no arrest 
warrants were issued _ for 
those involved and that 
they would be told to ap- 
pear before a judge at the 
initial hearing in the case, 
scheduled for Oct. 25. 
Prosecutors say expert 
studies found the collapse 
was caused by construc- 
tion defects like poor welds 
and missing connection 
studs. Bad design also al- 
legedly played a role. LJ 


Associated Press 


line Evangelical Theologi- 
cal Seminary in Matanzas. 

“God has no stepchildren, 
so we are all daughters 
and sons of God and what 
Adiel and | do it have a life 
with love,” Lazaro Gonzalez 





said. The proposed law, 
which is to be considered 
by Parliament after the still 
unscheduled referendum, 
has more than 480. arti- 
cles. If would also formally 
expand grandparents 
rights, allow for prenuptual 
agreements and _ in cases 
of divorce have financial 
consequences for those 
who have committed gen- 
der violence. 

Parents could decide 
whether children’s pater- 
nal or maternal surname 


has precedence. Chil- 
dren's. rights would be 
gradually expanded as 
they grow. 


But the biggest controversy 
is over changing the defini- 
tion of marriage in the cur- 
rent law, which specifies It 
is between a man and a 
woman, to merely say be- 
tween two people. LJ 





injini 


tg Le Com 


Taste limitless possibilities ot Infini, where Chef Urvin Croes and his 
team explores without boundaries and steps with both feet 
outside of the box to create his most sensational dishes yet. This 
meticulously designed restaurant located inside Blue Residences 
on scenic Eagle Beoch is o chef's table concept with limited 
seating where diners ore able to interact with the staff and other 
guests alike throughout the evening. 
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unforgetiable expericnec. 
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of +297 280 86 69 
© wew.infiniarubs.com 
9 J.E. lrausquin Blvd 266 
€ InfiniAruba 
© infiniarubo 
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For more information: 
+797 584 3600 
hiaruba@ihg.com 


Flu vaccine now available 


ORANJESTAD - Every year during October, 
the Department of Public Health receives 
the yearly stock of flu vaccines. 


Individuals at high risk of complications 
due to the seasonal influenza virus can re- 
ceive the flu vaccine. This group consists 
of individuals older than 60 years or young- 
er with chronic illnesses. Persons 60 years 
and older will receive the flu vaccine free 
of charge and do not need a doctor's 
prescription. 

Individuals 60 years and older should make 
an appointment with the department of 
infectious diseases by calling 5224239 or 
522424] and should show their valid AZV 
card upon arrival. 

Those with a chronic illness and under 
60 years can only receive their vaccine 
with the doctor’s description. Only with 
a doctor's prescription can they make 
an appointment with the Department of 
Infectious Diseases by calling 5224239 or 
522424]. They also have to present their 
valid AZV card and doctor’s description 
on the day of the appointment. 
Everybody, not 60 years or older and not 





Sundays 
“Brunch 





SUNDAY 





11:00 am to 2:00 pm 


suffering from a chronic disease but wants 
to receive the flu shot, should contact the 
Department of Infectious Diseases from 
Monday to Friday between 7:45 am -11:45 
am and 1:15 om - 4:15 om. The vaccine 
costs Awg. 20,00.) 


OPEN 5:30PM - 10:30PM 


Reservations: +297 526 6612 | hiltonconcierge@depalmtours.com 


Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino 


J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 61, Palm Beach, Aruba | hiltonaruba.com | 





O@O G@Hilton4Arubs 


All-you-can-eat 
brunch buffet with all 
your favorites! 
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Conflioccn hese & Casino 


PALM BEACH — August 16th seems to be Raynold 
Semeleer’s lucky day. On that date, 8 years ago, he 
was named Event Manager at the Hilton Aruba Carib- 
bean Resort & Casino, and in 2021, Director of Cater- 
ing & Events. 

“It is my pleasure to share with you,” says General 
Manager Vasco Baselli, “that our colleague Raynold 
Semeleer has been promoted to the position of Direc- 
tor of Catering & Events. Raynold began his career 
at our resort almost 17 years ago, at the Front Desk 
as a Guest Service Representative. After a promotion 
to Front Office Supervisor, he followed two manage- 
ment development programs, focusing on Food & 
Beverage and the Rooms Division. His diligence paid 
off, as he launched a very successful career as Events 
Manager, a position in which he developed an ex- 
traordinary rapport with guests and event planners, 
particularly with some of the resort's large repeat 
groups. Congratulations, Raynold, on a job well done, 
you will also have our full support in your new role.” 


According to Raynold, hospitality was supposed to be 
a brief episode on his way to becoming an expert in 
criminology, but then he fell in love with the profes- 
sion, and made an about turn. Raynold reports lov- 
Ing every aspect of his job: Taking care of clients, and 
their clients, exceeding guests’ expectations and im- 
proving the resort’s bottom line. It’s all in a day’s work, 
he states. 


Over the past 17 years, Raynold traces his trajectory 
though his department, exploring tts many aspects 
from leisure based clients to large incentive groups, 
many romantic weddings, the local market with Its 
seasonal planning, corporate functions, and cater- 
ing big and small. In his new role as Director, he is re- 
sponsible for his department’s financials, and budgeft, 
and says he is forever learning new skills, grateful for 
the opportunity to show his abilities and develop his 
potential.L] 








1n1 BYANA 





LOCAL [AS sony 20 OCTOBER 2021 


WIN S10 UP TO 51,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUBE 
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— WIN A SHARE OF UP TO — 


Fee Slot lary 
Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play, 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 









] 


7 -O7 2 Ad Shee ses | 6 eee igor cr | , 
re Pal 365.3000 | casino alhambra.com as 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering oa wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 


Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs ond more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 






The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 


The Kitchen Table enters seventh year of gastronomic success on NEW location: 
A very fine culinary journey of Caribbean and Peruvian fusion cuisine 





EAGLE BEACH — The Kitchen Table is an el- 
egant, classy, intimate, high-quality restau- 
rant with an exceptional dining set-up. Din- 
ing here is an experience, a kind of sitting- at 
your- best- friend’s or family’s kitchen table 
where you feel and taste that the food con- 
tains love. Are you looking for something 
















different, an ecstatic foody trip, than this is 





ere you need to go. 


The 7-8 course gastronomic journey will start 
with sparkling wine at the patio of The Kitch- 
en Table’s new location at Paradise Beach 
Villas as of 6.00PM. Around 6.30PM guests will 
be guided for a memorable dinner on the 
second floor of the other popular restaurant 
Asi Es Mi Peru. The dining concept reflects 
extraordinary, elegant and exquisite dishes 
from the Caribbean, Peruvian fusion and in- 
ternational cuisine created by the owners, 
Chef David Lizano and his team. To pair the 
perfect wines three sommel}liers were invited 
to make the selection. 

The interior of the restaurant is if you were in 
an elegant establishment in Lima, the capi- 
tal city of Peru. You feel elevated in the topo 
of the building where dinner takes place 
In an intimate setting. The typical, colorful 
Peruvian fabrics dress the ceiling while the 
large windows dignify the room. There are 
only 16 seats available creating an intimacy 
Underlined by the owner's personal omel 
tion. “This is an amazing experience,” says 


he kitchen labie 


a os 


Robert J. Giordanella from New York. “The 
food Is truly divine,” shares a local guest. An 
evening at The Kitchen Table will be noted 
as unforgettable in your book of vacation 
memories, as it stands out from the regular 
island dinners. 


It is all about consistency 

The Peruvian-born Roxanna Salinas and her 
husband Jan van Nes are the secret for- 
mula behind The Kitchen Table’s success. 
The couple takes a personal approach to 
what they do, this is not about running a 
business as usual. This is more about making 
you feel welcomed home, as well as being 
pampered. They bring top hospitality, expe- 
rience and authenticity to the table. Within 
this gourmet dinner concept the two blend- 
ed the Peruvian culinary art of Roxanna’s 
top kitchen team and Jan's expertise from 
The Kitchen Table. The result is one big trip 
of delight, indulge and tickling of your taste 
buds. The Kitchen Table welcomes you with 
open arms every Tuesday to Saturday. 


Peruvian touch 

In the last ten years, Peru has been recog- 
nized as one of the world’s best culinary des- 
tinations, and for seven consecutive years, 
the South American country has won the 
award for the Best Culinary destination at 
the Worlds Travel Awards. Biodiversity com- 
bined multiculturalism are the reasons why 











Peru is so rich in gastronomy. You can travel 
through the last 500 years, touch a mix of 
cultures whenever you taste authentic Pe- 
ruvian cuisine. The Kitchen Table brings this 
epicurean delicacies to Aruba paired per- 
fectly with the best wines and they will make 
you understand why Peru is at the height of 
today's gastronomy. 


The Kitchen Table is 
open from Tuesday to 
Saturday. Have a peak 
on their website www. ‘s hei es ri 
thekitchentableinaru- f 
ba.com or call them at 
+297-280 7117...) 
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ATA presents its official budget and plans for 2022 


ORANJESTAD - Recently, the Aruba Tourism Au- 
thority (ATA) presented its plans and budget for 
2022 to the Minister of Tourism Dangui Oduber. 


The budget and plans for 2022 started back 
in April. This is the 11th consecutive year, ATA 
is presenting its official documents with the ap- 
poroval of its Supervisory Board before Septem- 
ber 1, as indicated by law. Notwithstanding the 
challenges caused by the Covid pandemic, 
Aruba Is experiencing positive tourism develop- 
ments, as seen back in the plans and budget 
for 2022. One of the main objectives is to reach 
95% of stay-over visitor arrivals, compared to 
2019, a record year for Aruba. Ronella Croes, 
the CEO of the Aruba Tourism Authority, stated 
that their plan is very ambitious. International 
Marketing remains the key priority for the ATA. 
However, various projects will helo develop the 
tourist product of Aruba”. She indicated that it is 
crucial to have the funds available to execute 
the plans as presented. Some adjustments to 
the plan and budget may be necessary, but 
ATA's plans are in sync with the vision and poli- 
cies of the Minister of Tourism. One particular 
subject that stands out in the plans is the fo- 
cus on durable tourist product development. It 
mentions a program that helps coordinate visi- 
tor flow. It entails a variety of landmarks to assist 
with the improvement of the experience of the 
visitors. Before officially presenting the plan, ATA 





C /'/ ARUBA’S BEST TASTING GELATO TODAY! 


WWW .GELATISSIMOARUBA.COM 


already presented some segments to the Minis- 
ter of Tourism and on World Tourism Day. 


Recovery and growth 

There are four national indicators for 2022 (com- 

pared to 2019): 

1. Arecovery of 95% Stay-over Visitor Arrivals; 

2. A recovery of tourism credits (expenses 
each visitor plans before their visit and dur- 
ing their visit) with a minimum of 95%; 

3. 3% growth of the Average Daily Rate (ADR); 

4. Recovery of Cruise Tourism of 31% and 77%. 


Three objectives 

The ATA has set three main objectives for 2023: 

e Increase the tourism economic value; 

e Aruba's position as desired and sustainable 
destination; 

e Take the lead in the positioning and devel- 
opment as a destination. 


The plan entails increased community involve- 
ment in tourism; the improvement of the ex- 
perience and the tourists when visiting. They 
will also work to expand the average amount 
spent in Aruba by each visitor; ensuring sustain- 
able tourism by creating a balance between 
the needs of the community, the visitors, and 
the destination. They also included a contin- 
gency plan to be able to react effectively in 
case of an emergency. The Covid pandemic 
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has changed the global scenario completely. 
Marketing and communication strategies for 
the different markets have been reviewed and 
adjusted. They considered the way Aruba pro- 
files/markets abroad and connects with po- 
tential new visitors while maintaining the con- 
nection with existing visitors. The primary focus 
remains the air traffic and sustained marketing 
investments. To continue to secure more airlifts 
to our island and sustain the marketing invest- 
ment for our most important market, namely 
North America. Additionally, the diversification 
strategy of the European and Latin American 
markets will continue. The A.T.A. has demon- 
strated his ability to guide and Aruba's position 
as a destination. This position makes Aruba en- 
joy the benefits of the tourism industry and Its 
guests. It will continue to work on the three pri- 
mary goals for the next three years, as outlined 
in “Our Tourism 2025 Aspiration”; innovation, sus- 
tainability, and leadership.) 





Gelatissimo Introduces Spooky Boo Halloween Treat 


Gelatissimo Aruba is Known for cre- 
ating the best tasting gelato that 
Aruba has to offer, and this Hal- 
loween inspired gelato flavor is no 
exception to that rule. The Spooky 
Boo is sure to delight each palette, 
adding a little bit of fear of overin- 
dulging in its deliciousness. 


The mullti-colored gelato consists 
of 3 layers; Black Hawaii, Mandarin 
and Wild berry. Each scoop gives 
a delicious layer of midnight black, 
blood red, and pumpkin orange. 
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The perfect color combination to 
have you reminiscing about those 
soooky Halloween themed mov- 


© 
GIANNIS 


GROUP 


ies and decors. What’s most inter- 
esting about this blend is the fact 
that there are no artificial flavors in 
this gelato delight, it is gluten-free 
and doesn’t contain nuts. Thus, 
making this option a must have for 
everyone, even the most health- 
CONSCIOUS. 

The spooky boo gelato special is 
available for the entire month of 
October at Gelatissimo Palm Pier, 
Gelatissimo Corner, and Gelatis- 


simo Wholesale. All you need to do 
is ask for the Soooky Boo and pre- 
pare for the fright. 





For more information go to www. 
gelatissimoaruba.com.L) 
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As Bitcoin goes mainstream, Wall Street looks to cash in 


By STAN CHOE 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Love 
cryotocurrencies or hate 
the very idea of them, 
they're becoming more 
mainstream by the day. 
Cryptocurrencies have 
surged so much that their 
total value has reached 
nearly $2.5 trillion, rivaling 
the world's most valuable 
company, Apple, and 
have amassed more than 
200 million users. At that 
size, It's simply too big for 
the financial establishment 


to ignore. 
Firms that cater to the 
world's wealthiest fami- 


lies are increasingly put- 
ting some of their fortunes 
into crypto. Hedge funds 
are trading Bitcoin, which 
has big-name banks start- 
ing to offer them services 
around it. PayPal lets users 
buy crypto on its app, while 
Twitter helos people show 
appreciation for tweets by 
tipping their creators with 
Bitcoin. 

And in the latest milestone 
for the industry, an easy-to- 
trade fund tied to Bitcoin 
began trading on Tuesday. 
Investors can buy the ex- 
change-traded fund from 
ProShares through an old- 
school brokerage account, 
without having to learn 
what a hot or cold wallet is. 
It's all part of a movement 
across big businesses that 
see a chance to profit on 
the fervor around the world 
of crypto, as a new €co- 
system further builds up 
around It, whether they be- 
lieve in it or not. 

"The one thing you can say 
for certain is that the ad- 
vent of the era of the Bit- 
coin ETF opens up the op- 
portunity for Wall Street to 
make money on Bitcoin in 
a way that if hadn't been 
able to previously, said Ben 
Johnson, director of global 
ETF research at Morning- 
star. "The winners in all of 
this are the exchanges and 
the asset managers and 
the custodians. Whether in- 
vestors win or not is a big, 
bold question mark." 
Bitcoin has come a long 
way since someone or a 
group of someones un- 
der the name Satoshi Na- 
kamoto wrote a paper in 
2008 about how to harness 
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ProShares CEO Michael Sapir poses for photos outside the New York Stock Exchange before his company is listed, Tuesday, Oct. 19, 
2021. ProShares will launch the country's first exchange-traded fund linked to Bitcoin. 


computing power around 
the world to create a digi- 
tal currency that can't be 
double-soent. The price 
has more than doubled 
this year alone to roughly 
$62,000. If was at only $635 
five years ago. 

Supporters of cryptocur- 
rencies say they offer an 
ultra-important benefit for 
any investor: something 
whose price moves inde- 
pendently of the economy, 
rather than tracking it like 
sO many other investments 
do. More high-minded fans 
say digital assets are simply 
the future of finance, allow- 
ing transactions to sidestep 
middlemen and fees with a 
currency that's not behold- 
en fo any government. 
Critics, meanwhile, Ques- 
tion whether crypto is just 
a fad, say it uses too much 
energy and point to all the 
stiff regulatory scrutiny shin- 
ing on it. China last month 
declared Bitcoin transac- 
tions illegal, for example. 
The chair of the U.S. Secu- 
rities and Exchange Com- 
mission, Gary Gensler, said 
in August that the world 
of crypto doesn't have 
enough investor protec- 
tion and "it's more like the 


Wild West." = That hasn't 
been enough to halt the 
immense momentum for 
crypto, as it's gone from an 
online curiosity to a bigger 
oart of the cultural and cor- 
porate landscape. 

U.S. Bank earlier this month 
said it has begun offering 
a cryptocurrency custody 
service for big investment 
managers. That means It es- 
sentially holds their Bitcoin 
in safekeeping for them, 
and it expects to offer sup- 
oort for other coins soon. 
Other name-brand banks 
have also announced in- 
tentions to offer custodial 
services for crypto. 

"It's not just in the fringes 
and dark corners of the 
Web that it's happening," 
said Kashif Ahmed, presi- 
dent of American Private 
Wealth in Bedford, Massa- 
chusetts. 

Ahmed doesn't recom- 
mend his clients invest in 
crypto. Before then, he 
said he'll need to be able 
to "go to my local super- 
market and buy things for 
my family and offer crypto 
and not be laughed out of 
the store.” 

IN a survey by Citi Private 
Bank of family offices 


around the world that man- 
age money for wealthy 
people, roughly 23% said 
they have made some in- 
vestments in crypto. An- 
other 25% said they are re- 
searching It. 

The growing acceptance 
of crypto on Wall Street has 
created a new crop of dar- 
lings that helo people buy 
it. Crypto trading platform 
Coinbase has a market val- 
ue of roughly $64 billion, for 
example, putting if on par 
with such established com- 
panies as Colgate-Palmol- 
ive, FedEx and Ford Motor. 
At Robinhood Markets, 
meanwhile, the company 
that became famous for 
getting a new generation 
of investors into the stock 
market is increasingly be- 
coming a place for crypto 
trading. This spring was the 
first time when new Robin- 
hood customers were more 
likely to make. their first 
trade in cryptocurrencies 
rather than in stocks. 

In the end, what many on 
Wall Street see lasting may 
not be as much Bitcoin and 
other cryptocurrencies as 
the technology that un- 
derlies them. Called the 
blockchain, it allows for a 


Associated Press 


public ledger that every- 
one can check and trust, 
and many expect if to lead 
to a wealth of innovations. 
It's akin to today's Netflix, 
Facebook and other ser- 
vices that sorung out of the 
infrastructure built during 
the boom and bust of the 
dot-com bubble. 

"The applications built on 
this new software architec- 
ture aopear to be grow- 
ing more quickly than past 
technologies,” Bank of 
America strategists Alkesh 
Shah and Andrew Moss 
wrote In a recent research 
report positing digital assets 
are only in their first inning of 
growth. "New companies 
are likely to emerge and 
poorly positioned compa- 
nies will exit, creating sig- 
nificant upside potential 
for some and downside for 
others." 

JPMorgan Chase, for ex- 
ample, is already using 
blockchain technology to 
improve fund transfers be- 
tween global banks. That's 
the same JPMorgan Chase 
run by CEO Jamie Dimon, 
who said in an interview 
with Axios this month that 
bitcoin has "got no intrinsic 
value."L) 
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In this Monday, Dec. 17, 2012 file photo, a herd of adult and baby elephants walks in the dawn 
light as the highest mountain in Africa, Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, sits topped with snow in the 
background, seen from Amboseli National Park in southern Kenya. 
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Climate report: Africa’s rare glaciers 


soon to disappear 


By CARA ANNA 

Associated Press 

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Africa’s rare gla- 
ciers will disappear in the next two de- 
cades because of climate change, a new 
report warned Tuesday amid sweeping 
forecasts of pain for the continent that 
contributes least to global warming but 
will suffer from if most. 

The report from the World Meteorologi- 
cal Organization and other agencies, 
released ahead of the U.N. climate con- 
ference in Scotland that starts Oct. 31, Is 
a grim reminder that Africa's 1.3 billion 
people remain “extremely vulnerable” as 
the continent warms more, and at a faster 
rate, than the global average. And yet Af- 
rica’s 54 countries are responsible for less 
than 4% of global greenhouse gas emis- 
SIONS. 

The new report seizes on the shrinking gla- 
ciers of Mount Kilimanjaro, Mount Kenya 
and the Rwenzori Mountains in Uganda 
as symbols of the rapid and widespread 
changes to come. 

“Their current retreat rates are higher than 
the global average. If this continues, If will 
lead to total deglaciation by the 2040s,” 
it Says. 

Massive disolacement, hunger and _in- 
creasing climate shocks such droughts 
and flooding are in the future, and yet the 
lack of climate data in parts of Africa “is 
having a major impact” on disaster warn- 
ings for millions of people, WMO Secretary- 
General Petteri Taglas said at Tuesday's 
launch. 

Estimates of the economic effects of cli- 
mate change vary across the African con- 
tinent, but “in sub-Saharan Africa, climate 
change could further lower gross domestic 


product by up to 3% by 2050,” Josefa Leo- 
nel Correia Sacko with the African Union 
Commission writes in the report. “Not only 
are physical conditions getting worse, but 
also the number of people being affected 
is Increasing.” 

By 2030, up to 118 million extremely poor 
people, or those living on less than $1.90 
a day, “will be exposed to drought, floods 
and extreme heat in Africa if adequate 
resoonse measures are not put in place,” 
Sacko adds. 

Already, the U.N. has warned that the In- 
dian Ocean island nation of Madagascar 
is one where “famine-like conditions have 
been driven by climate change.” And it 
says parts of South Sudan are seeing the 
worst flooding in almost 60 years. 

Despite the threats ahead to the African 
continent, the voices of Africans have 
been less represented than richer regions 
at global climate meetings and among 
the authors of the crucial Intergovern- 
mental Panel on Climate Change scien- 
tific assessments. African participation in 
IPCC reports has been “extremely low,” 
according to Future Climate for Africa, a 
multi-ccountry research program. 

The costs ahead are huge. “Overall, Af- 
rica will need investments of over $3 trillion 
in mitigation and adaptation by 2030 to 
implement its (national climate plans), re- 
quiring significant, accessible and predict- 
able inflows of conditional finance,” the 
WMO’'s Taalas said. 

“The cost of adapting to climate change 
in Africa will rise to $50 billion per year by 
2050, even assuming the international ef- 
forts fo keep global warming below 2 de- 
grees Celsius.”(_} 
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HTTA 

Costa Linda Beach resort , 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath 

Week 39 room # 3028 

Pool/ Ocean view 

Price: $ 8500 

Call: 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleyadventures.com 
Private Islands Tours & Trans- 
fers 

36 years expierence 

Call : 011-297-699-3880 
-011--297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Time - Share Owners 

Condo and Houses 

Want to sell your property ? 
Call the expert 36 years doing 
Honest bussiness 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Costa Linda Beach resort 
Right eagle Beach 

2 bedroom 2 bath 

Week 41 and 42 

Room #1023 ground floor 
Pool /ocean View 
Price:$25K both weeks 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 Br week #41 room #2517 

1 Br week #42 room #2501 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suites 
Private island 

1 BR week # 42 room #2136 
Ground floor ocean view 
Price :$ 4K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Resort 

Eagle Beach 

Studio WK 43 room #3205 
C-building with elevator 

10 weeks remain on contract 
Price :$4K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Tierra del sol 

Golf course 

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 

Fully furnished with a garage 
Ocean view Price :$450K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Le vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 bedroom 2bath ground floor 
$800K 

2 Bedroom 2bath 5th floor 
$800K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Coald coast 

2 bedroom 3 bath $280K 
3 bedroom 3 bath $435K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Time Share Resales + Realty 


Marriott Surf Club 

Palm beach 

Gold season 

2 bedroom , 2 bath 

Ocean View 

Price : $8 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Palm beach 

1 Bedroom 1 bath 

Week # 44 and 45 room # 706 
33 weeks remain 

Price : $ 18 K both weeks 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Palm Aruba 

Palm beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 bath 

Price : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





! Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
| * All inventory available 


Visit our website : 


: www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


For more info call:(297) 630-1307 


! johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 


also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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Condo for sale 

Gold coast 

5 bedroom 3 bath 

Fully furnished 

Price : $600 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Palm beach 

Gold season 

1 Beroom , 1 Bath 

Ocean View 

Price : $6 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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DUSHI 


HEALTH 


v 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Central Tel. 585 1965 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Motley Crue's Nikki Sixx looks back at lean, driving years 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Before 
he was a heavy metal icon, 
he sold lightbulbs. Before 
he shouted at the devil, he 
shouted at his mom. Before 
he was Nikki Sixx, he was 
Franklin Feranna. 

The Motley Crue co-found- 
er and bassist looks back 
at his formative years in his 
new autobiography ‘The 
First 21: How | Became Nikki 
Sixx," revealing family se- 
crets and the origins of his 
drive to succeed. 

‘If some young musician 
picks Up my book, they're 
going to go, ‘Oh, wow.' 
Yes, it's entertaining. And, 
yes, there's revelations. But 
there's sort of ad roadmap in 
here to success," Sixx says, 
before adding: "Don't use 
my exact roadmap. 

Few heavy metal acts 
were as notorious in the 
1980s onstage as well as 
off as Motley Crue, whose 
songs include "Looks That 
Kill," “Shout at the Devil’ 
and "Girls, Girls, Girls." Fu- 
eled by drugs and booze, 
their stage show _ includ- 
ed excessive amounts of 
pyro and chain-sawing 
the head off a mannequin 
filed with blood. 

“The First 21," written with 
Alex Abramovich, charts 
Feranna's birth in 1958 to 
the date in 1980 — before 


ons 
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Nikki Sixx attends the premiere for "Long Time Running" at the Toronto International Film Festival in 


Toronto, Canada on Sept. 13, 2017. 


Motley Crue founded — 
when he finally let go of his 
father and legally rechris- 
tened himself Sixx, a name 
he admits he stole from 
another artist. The book 
release coincides with his 
other band Sixx:A.M. re- 
leasing a retrospective al- 
bum with their biggest hits. 
Elements of his child- 
hood seemed idyllic as he 
bounced from farm to farm 
and state to state, includ- 
ing Idaho and Washington. 
He put playing cards in the 
spokes of his bike to mimic 
the sound of a motorcycle 
and went to Dairy Queen. 


He sold worms for pocket 
money and played defen- 
sive end on the high school 
football team. (Later, in 
Motley Crue, he would 
paint dark stripes Under his 
eyes as a tribute to those 
days). But there was also 
neglect and a compli 
cated family life. His father 
abandoned him early on 
and his mother was a wild- 
child, who once dated 
Richard Pryor. He reveals 
he had a sister, Lisa, who 
was born blind and with 
Down syndrome. He was 
never allowed to know her. 
"| was angry for a long time 


Ice-T remembers path not taken in 
memor;r ‘Split Decision’ 


ICE-T « SAI 
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This cover image released 
by Gallery Books shows "Split 
Decisions: Life Stories" by 
Ice-T & Spike and Douglas 
Century, releasing July 19, 
2022. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Ice-T 
has never forgotten the 
path his life might have 
taken. 

The rapper and actor has 
a deal with Gallery Books 


25 for the memotr "Split Deci- 


sion,’ in which Ice-T and his 


_— longtime friend, identified 
~ only as Spike, look back 


on their time as partners in 
jewelry heists in Los Ange- 
les and elsewhere. Spike 
ended up in prison while 
Ice-T went on to fame 
as a musician and for his 
roles in "New Jack City" 
and the TV series "Law & 
Order: SVU" among oth- 
ers. Gallery, a division of 
Simon & Schuster, will OUb- 
lish the book July 19, 2022. 


‘| grew up in a very bad 
set of circumstances and 
my trajectory was that of 
a dangerous career crimi- 
nal, not a famous actor 
and musician,’ Ice-T said 
in a statement Tuesday. 
"It was one split decision 
that put me on a positive 
path that changed my life 
forever.'Spike, who spent 
more than 20 years in 
prison before his release in 
2016, said in a statement 
that the book was a story 
"of change, redemption 
and solidarity." 

‘| hope we will inspire 
readers — especially at- 
risk youth — about the 
ripple effects of all our 
choices," he said.L} 





Associated Press 


and | think a lot of that an- 
ger fueled a lot of music. 
Drive and anger probably 
heloed catapult myself 
and my band," says Sixx. "By 
writing the book, | discov- 
ered a lot about my dad, 
discovered a lot about my- 
self." Sixx was mostly raised 
by his grandparents, and 
they instilled in him a fierce 
work ethic. He worked hard 
— on potato farms, in steel 
manufacturing, rug clean- 
ing, being a janitor, selling 
light bulbs. To be fair, there 
also was some. shoplifting 
and light breaking and en- 
tering. His car was so bust- 
ed up he had to drive it 
backward if he wanted to 
go up hills. He even sold his 
own blood. 

‘| learned a very, very valu- 
able lesson very early in my 
life: You work hard and you 
don't complain," he says. "l 
work extra hard because 
| don't think I'm naturally 
as gifted as some of my 
peers.” 

That work ethic showed up 
in the writing of the book, 
says Brant Rumble, an ex- 
ecutive editor at Hachette 
Book Group who edited 
Sixx's book and has worked 
with such stars as Julie An- 
drews, Peter Frampton, 
Rob Halford, Barry Sonnen- 
feld and Patton Oswalt. 
"He didnt relent and he 
wanted this to be all it 
could be," says Rumble. 
“When you work on books 
by people who are no- 
table for other walks of life 
— whether they're musi- 


cians or comedians or ac- 
tors or whatever they are 
— you dont always get 
that, right¢ They're not as 
involved. But not the case 
with Nikki. He applies the 
hard work to whatever he 
does and If shows." 

There are fascinating life- 
changing pivot points — 
Sixx calls them "moments 
of impact" — like the deci- 
sion to take a Greyhound 
bus down to Los Angeles 
with just his guitar, some 
cassettes and a bagful of 
clothes. 

Another was when he was 
offered the bassist spot 
in what would become 
another influential metal 
band, Quiet Riot. For some 
reason, he declined, even 
though his band at the 
time, London, wasn't tak- 
ing off. "The rock god up 
there said, 'No, not for you. 
Youre just going to stay 
over here and starve a little 
bit longer," Sixx says. 

He has included plenty of 
photos to document the 
transformation from alll- 
American small town boy 
to skinny rock god with 
long hair. He also purposely 
included ones capturing 
him in an awkward stage. 
| put those photos in the 
book on purpose because 
| wanted people to be like, 
‘Yeah, | had that, too.” 

Sixx barely mentions his 
Motley Crue bandmates, 
Tommy Lee, Vince Neil and 
Mick Mars, who have been 
covered in his "The Heroin 
Diaries," "This ls Gonna Hurt" 
and Nell Strauss’ "The Dirt." 
This is very much Sixx's story, 
a father now himself settled 
in Wyoming with his fam- 
ily — not far from Idaho, 
where much of his story 
started — who is feeling 
around in his past. 

‘LT really wanted to come at 
this with empathy on some 
of the characters that were 
in my life because it'd be 
really easy to bring out the 
guillotine, start taking peo- 
ple's heads off," he says. 
“Families are hard. It's not 
easy being a parent. It's not 
easy being a friend. It's not 
easy being in a band. Life's 
not always easy. So how 
can you look at it? Learn a 
lesson from it and pass it on 
to the next person that's in 
line behind you.") 
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By JIM LITKE 

AP Sports Columnist 

You're never going to con- 
vince guys like ex-Washing- 
ton State coach Nick Ro- 
lovich to get the shot. It's a 
waste of breath. 

The best scientists and alll 
the evidence in the world 
couldn't. Losing a $3 mil- 
lion-a-year job didn't. Even 
public pleas from the likes 
of Alabama's Nick Saban, 
Clemson's Dabo Swinney 
and Georgia's Kiroy Smart 
— guys who command 


genuine respect in the 
business — failed to make 
a dent. 


Rolovich, who was hired 
in January 2020, was fired 
for cause by the univer- 
sity Monday after blowing 
through a deadline man- 
dating that state employ- 
ees get vaccinated against 
COVID-19. 

Despite being Washington 
state's best-paid employee, 
he has yet to explain why. 
Four assistants who_ simi- 
larly refused the jab joined 
him on the unemployment 
line. If this was supposed to 
teach his players a lesson 
about personal responsibil- 
ity, it backfired. Rolovich 
owns every bit of this. 

"This is a tough day for 
Washington State football,” 
athletic director Pat Chun 
said, announcing the fir- 
ings at a news conference 
where he also said Rolov- 
ich's request for a religious 
exemption was denied. 
"No one," Chun added, 
“wants To be here." 

Except that Rolovich did. 
He said in July he wouldn't 
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Washington State defensive coordinator and linebackers coach Jake Dickert, center, stands on 
the field during a break in play in the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, 
Oct. 9, 2021, in Pullman, Wash. 


get vaccinated, and de- 
spite knowing it could 
mean he'd be forced to 
walk away from his team in 
midseason, he repeated it 
Saturday, not long after a 
win over Stanford. 

"I've been settled for a long 
time on it. | believe it's going 
to work out the right way. If 
that's not what Pat (Chun) 
wants, Rolovich said, "then 
| guess I've got fo Move on. 
"But | like being here, | like 
being the coach here," he 
added. "| love these kids. 
I've just got faith tn it." 

If that's the case, may- 
be Rolovich should have 
shared some of the reasons 
for his faith before it came 
to this. He didn't, likely be- 
cause there arent any. All 
he said was ‘for reasons 
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which will remain private. 
... | will not comment fur- 
ther on my decision." 

Let's be clear: There's not a 
college coach in the coun- 
try popular or successful 
enough to defy the law 
and get away with it, and 
none who want to repeat 
the mess that was the pan- 
demic-interrupted 2020 
season. Rolovich, it turns 
out, isn't exactly flush on el- 
ther count. 

Though the Cougars have 
won three straight, he's 
5-6 overall — three WSU 
games were canceled 
last season as a result of 
COVID-19 — and Cougars 
fans were already growing 
restless. Rolovich might be 
Qa minor cause celebre at 
the moment, but when the 
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rest of the college football 
world moves on, he'll be 
a footnote, likely remem- 
bered most for matching 
the shortest tenure at any 
Pac-12 school in the last 60 
years. 

In the bargain, he became 
exactly the kind of distrac- 
tion that coaches are al- 
ways warming their play- 
ers about. And unlike NBA 
star Kyrie Irving, who _ last 
week became sport's best- 
known anti-vaccination 
advocate, there's a good 
chance Rolovich has over- 
estimated his value. 

June Jones, who mentored 
Rolovich during his time on 
the staff at Hawaii, always 
found him a handful. For 
that reason alone, Jones 
was one of the most public 


members of the fraternity 
urging his former assistant 
to change his mind. 

"He was a quarterback, 
kind of his own guy, a lead- 
er,' Jones said recently. 
"He's been that way as a 
coach. He believes that he 
doesn't need to take It and 
doesn't want fo take If, and 
he doesn't want somebody 
telling him what to do." 
What goes around, though, 
comes around. Only last 
year, Rolovich effectively 
chased off sophomore re- 
ceiver Kassidy Woods after 
the player first expressed 
concerns about opting 
out of the season to safe- 
guard his health and then 
informed the coach of his 
planned involvement with 
Qa Pac-12 players’ rights 
movement that was gain- 
ing strength at the time. 

"I'd call it a dramatic irony," 
Woods said about Rolov- 
ich's predicament in an in- 
terview with The New York 
Times. He wound up trans- 
ferring to Northern Colora- 
do and has filed a lawsuit 
against his former coach 
and Washington State. 
"Every person's decision 
should be respected, but 
he didn't resoect my deci- 
sion," Woods continued. 
"The rule for me was if you 
opt out, youre not going to 
be part of the team. Now 
he wants to opt out of the 
vaccine. Does he want to 
be part of the team?" 

The answer is no, apparent- 
ly, at least not if if requires 
the kind of sacrifice Rolov- 
ich expects from every- 
body but himself.) 





76ers suspend Simmons 1 game for 
conduct detrimental to team 


By DAN GELSTON 

AP Sports Writer 

CAMDEN, N.J. (AP) — Ben 
Simmons has been. sus- 
pended by the Philadel- 
ohia 76ers for one game 
due to what they called 
conduct detrimental to 
the team. Simmons will miss 
the 76ers’ season opener 
Wednesday night at New 
Orleans. 

"| just thought he was a 
distraction today," coach 
Doc Rivers said Tuesday af- 
ter practice. "Il didn't think 


he wanted to do what 
everybody else was do- 
ing. It was early. It wasn't a 
big deal. | just fold him he 
should leave. We went on 
with practice." The three- 
time All-Star guard was a 
holdout in training camp 
in the wake of his offsea- 
son trade demand. He re- 
ported last week and prac- 
ticed Sunday and Monday 
with the Sixers. Simmons 
lingered outside the hud- 
dle, dribbled a basketball 
and looked uninterested 


during a team huddle at 
Monday's practice, where 
he did not practice with 
the first team. Sixers All-Star 
center Joel Embiid said 
Tuesday he wasn't here to 
“babysit" Simmons. 

"At this point, | don't care 
about that man," Embiid 
said. "He does whatever 
he wants. The 25-year-old 
from Australia had four 
years and $147 million left 
on his max contract when 
he decided he wanted a 
trade. "Every day, every 
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Philadelphia 7éers' Ben Simmons takes part in a practice at the 
NBA basketball team's facility, Monday, Oct. 18, 2021, in Cam- 


den, N.J. 


single moment, I'm going to 
give Ben a chance fo join 
the team and be part of 
the team," Rivers said. "He's 
Under contract to be part 
of the team and that's not 


Associated Press 


going to change. Some- 
times it happens quick and 
guys join back in. Some- 
times it doesn't. I've been in 
both situations and |'m fine 
with that." LJ 
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By ARNIE STAPLETON 

AP Pro Football Writer 
DENVER (AP) — The ffirst- 
place Arizona Cardinals 
and Las Vegas Raiders 
each conquered  pesti- 
lence and hardshio as 
longtime assistants rallied 
their resilient teams to road 
victories in Week 6. 

The sickness the Cardinals 
had to conquer was CO- 
VID-19. 

The Raiders’ scourge was 
bigotry. 

Defensive coordinator 
Vance Joseph steered the 
Unbeaten Cardinals to a 
37-14 rout of the Cleveland 
Browns just 48 hours after 
head coach Kliff Kingsbury, 
the teams: offensive play 
caller, was sidelined with 
Qa breakthrough case of 
COVID-19, as was quarter- 
backs coach Cam Turner. 
Joseoh credited the entire 
staff and especially assis- 
tant receivers coach Spen- 
cer Whipple, who handled 
the communication to Ky- 
ler Murray, who threw for 
four touchdowns as the 
Cardinals (6-0) remained 
the NFLs only unbeaten 
team and continued their 
best start in 47 years. 
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Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen (17) is helped up after his run 
was ruled short of the distance needed for a first down on the 
Bills’ final play of the game against the Tennessee Titans in an 
NFL football game Monday, Oct. 18, 2021, in Nashville, Tenn. The 


Titans won 34-31. 


‘The operation was very 
smooth, being on the road 
for us to not have coach 
Kliff," Murray said. "Whipp 
kept calling if aggressively 
and we got If going." 
Arizona star linebacker 
Chandler Jones also tested 
positive for the coronavirus, 
as did D-linemen Zach AI- 
len and Corey Peters. 

The Cardinals were un- 
fazed. "| think we were even 
more excited because 
the odds seemed stacked 
against us," Murray said. 


Associated Press 


Following the game, owner 
Michael Bidwell reached 
Kingsbury, who was able to 
talk to several players and 
coaches via FacelTime. 

"| couldn't really hear him 
because It was pretty loud," 
Murray said of the raucous 
locker room that might only 
have been rivaled by the 
Raiders’. 

They appeared ripe for an 
Unraveling after the stun- 
ning downfall of their iconic 
coach, Jon Gruden, who 
resigned in disgrace last 
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week over sexist, racist and 
anti-gay sentiments he had 
expressed in old emails. 
Like Whipple, Raiders of- 
fensive coordinator Greg 
Olson ratcheted up the ag- 
gression in his first game as 
a play-caller in seven sea- 
sons. He dialed up a steady 
diet of deep throws for 
Derek Carrin a 34-24 state- 
ment win at Denver that 
thrust the Raiders into a first- 
place tie with the Chargers 
atop the AFC West at 4-2. 
"The advantage to us, this 
is the first game ‘Oly' called 
in a while," said special 
teams lifer Rich Bisaccia 
after his triumphant de- 
but as the Raiders’ interim 
head coach. The Broncos 
said all week they were 
expecting the same Raid- 
ers team to show up, and 
they were right. But Las Ve- 
gas' offense had a different 
twist as Olson used more 
play-action, allowing Carr 
to hit some more big plays 
that had been lacking the 
previous two games, when 
the offense stalled under 
Gruden's_ run-first philoso- 
ohy. Carr's seven explosive 
oass plays accounted for a 
whopping 257 yards and in- 
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cluded touchdown throws 
of 48 and 31 yards against 
a Broncos secondary that is 
the league's priciest. 

Carr got things started with 
a 48-yard TD pass to Henry 
Ruggs Ill on the Raiders’ first 
possession, the team's first 
opening drive score since 
last season. He also threw 
a 3l-yard TD pass to Ke- 
nyan Drake. If added up 
to the most efficient day 
on offense for the Raiders 
in nearly a quarter-century 
with their 8.19 yards per 
play, doubling the rate of 
the final two games under 
Gruden. 

“For us, we are always |ook- 
ing to push the ball down 
the field," Carr said. "We 
always believe we can do 
that." 

The Raiders became the 
first team since at least 
1991 to have seven pass 
plays gain at least 25 yards, 
according to Sportradar. 
Coincidentally, the losers of 
both of those games have 
a short week before play- 
ing each other in Cleve- 
land on Thursday night in 
a matchup of battered 3-3 
teams trying to maintain 
relevancy in 2021.) 


Jags cut Lambo after Wright wins 
kicking job moving forward 


vars cut veteran kicker 
Josh Lambo on Tuesday, 
two days after unheralded 
Matt Wright hit two field 
goals from beyond 50 
yards in the final minutes to 
beat Miami and end the 
NFL's longest losing streak 
in 44 years. Lambo, the 


a kicker,” Jaguars coach 
Urban Meyer said recently. 
The Jaguars (1-5) are on 
the hook for the remainder 
of Lambo's $3.5 million sal- 
ary In 2021, a deal that like- 
ly includes offset language 
that would allow the team 
to recoup some money if 


his confidence "is as high 
as ever’ despite also miss- 
ing kicks in training camp 
and the preseason. 

But the recurring misses ap- 
parently took their toll on 
Lambo, who has declined 
recent interview requests. 
Without Lambo — avdil- 





able, Jacksonville turned 
to Wright. A Pennsylvania 
native nicknamed "Matty 
Ice" during his recording- 
setting college career at 
Central Florida, Wright has 
made six of seven extra 
points and three of four 
field goals. L)} 


leagues mos! accurate 
kicker between 2017 and 
2020, was inactive the last 
three games while dealing 
with confidence Issues. 

"We all in athletics have 
dealt with that, whether 
it be a pitcher, whether it 
be a golfer, whether it be 


he signs elsewhere. 

Lambo missed five kicks 
in Jacksonville's first three 
games: three field goals 
and two extra points. He 
was sidelined 12 games 
last year with a hip injury 
that required surgery, but 
he said before Week 1 that 
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Jacksonville Jaguars kicker Matthew Wright (15), center, 
celebrates after kicking a field goal to win the match during 
the second half of an NFL football game between the Miami 
Dolphins and the Jacksonville Jaguars at the Tottenham 
Hotspur stadium in London, England, Sunday, Oct. 17, 2021. 
Associated Press 


By MARK LONG 
AP Pro Football Writer 


JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) 
— The Jacksonville Jag- 


